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Brief History of Toano 
ÅIn its early days ςuntil 1882 - the Village of Toano was known as Burnt 

Ordinary

ÅwŜƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƻŀƴƻέ όƴŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ άƘƛƎƘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέύ ŀǎ /ϧh 
Railroad expanded along the peninsula and established Depot in center 
of town

ÅFrom 1880s until 1920s, Toano enjoyed rapid economic growth and 
became the commercial center and a transportation hub for upper 
James City County.  It was the largest shipping point between Richmond 
and Newport News

Å.ȅ ǘƘŜ мфрлΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŎƪǎ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ 
goods resulted in a decision to widen Richmond Road through the town 

ÅRichmond Road was widened in 1966, demolishing many of ¢ƻŀƴƻΩǎ
historic buildings. Toano lost much of its visual and historic character 
and became another small town in decline 



Toano Main Street circa 1910
Looking East Towards Williamsburg on Route 60

WR Branch Store ς1902
Now Masonic Lodge

Bank Building - 1903

Martin and Farinholt Store - 1906



Toano Main Street (Rt. 60) 2018
Looking East Towards Williamsburg on Route 60

WR Branch Store ς1902
Now Masonic Lodge

Bank Building - 1903

Martin and Farinholt Store - 1906



My Inspiration To Revitalize Toano 
From Toano to Germany and Back by Tom Martin

Written in 1997 and Published in 2014
.



¢ƻŀƴƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфолΩǎ
Drawn by Thomas G. Martin

WR Branch Store ς1902
Now Masonic Lodge

Bank Building - 1903

Martin and Farinholt Store 
1906

Main Street
(Route 60)

Williamsburg

Forge Road



Widening of Rt. 60 in 1966
Buildings Lost Due To Highway Expansion

WR Branch Store ς1902
Now Masonic Lodge

Bank Building - 1903

Martin and Farinholt Store 
1906



1966 ïRt. 60 looking East as the demolition 

was taking place. Our Toano walking village 

was wiped away

Same view as above 53 years later.  These 

blighted buildings that cropped up were 

removed in late 2019 to prepare for Toano 

Station

Men gather by Barksdaleôs Drug store in 1966 as 

demo equipment arrived to widen Rt. 60

Rt. 60 Widening in 1966


